
A Seat At The Table 
Equity in Unpredictable Times 

By Kerene Tayloe 



Experience. Green For All.
Green For All has  been giving a voice to people in marginalized communities  for a 
decade. Accomplis hments  have been a s pectrum of s ucces s  that s pans  from 
ins piring and educating s tudents , aiding in fixing the pipes  in Flint, pas s ing 
legis lation, and mos t importantly playing an ins trumental role in protecting the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Our mission has been to build an inclusive green economy strong enough to life 
out of poverty. We aim to create s paces  for people to engage in our convers ation, 
our fight, and our future.   

Success for us means that are neighborhoods are strong, resilient, and health. 
That as  the clean green economy grows , it brings  jobs  and opportunities  to 
communities . 



Equity  

synonyms: fairness, justness, impartiality, egalitarianism; objectivity,
balance, open-mindedness
"the equity of Finnish society"

eq·ui·ty
ˈekwədē/

noun

the quality of being fair and impartial.
"equity of treatment"







• Government led policies mandating racial segregation  in 
housing and community development 

• Discriminatory banking practices in home lending 





Race … The Environment ….Climate Change 
Communities  of Color are hit firs t and wors t 

“Toxic Waste and Race at Twenty” reviewed data collected over a 20-year time period and found 
that more than half of the people who live within 1.86 miles of toxic waste facilities in the United 
States are people of color. 

Communities of color breathe in nearly 40% more polluted air than whites. African-American 
children are three times as likely to suffer an asthma attack.

68 percent of African-Americans live within thirty miles of a coal-fired power plant.





Empowering Communities ..Building Power … 



How do you show up in communities?
How community development and decision making has 

historically been done.

“We’ll figure out what’s best to do and do it for you” 

What community engagement should be

“We’ll help you do it.”



Transforming Communities 
“Successful transformative community planning also means 
planners who are willing to acknowledge that into each planning 
situation we bring with us our own attitudes and biases— biases 
that flow from our own class background and location, our own 
gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and so forth. And, 
along with acknowledging the baggage we bring with us, we 
must recognize that our preferences for certain planning and 
development outcomes are typically based, at least in part, on 
these biases and they’re not always about being “right”—our 
preferences are just that, they’re our preferences. “

Marie Kennedy
Transformative Planning for Community Development 



When a Community Leads 
North Manhattan Climate Action Plan

In response to Hurricane Sandy  and 
generations of neglect, WE ACT for 
Environmental Justice community 
members work for solutions. 

• 7 Public Workshops 
• 100s of Community members 
• Dozens of meeting with partners/city 

agencies 



The Double Edged Sword of Community 
Engagement …..Environmental Gentrif ication 

“The efforts of environmental justice activists to improve their 
neighborhoods (i.e. the removal of environmental burdens and the 
installation of environmental benefits) now help those neighborhoods 
attract an influx of affluent residents.” 

Wiped Out by the “Greenwave”:Environmental Gentrification and the 
Paradoxical Politics of Urban Sustainability 
Melissa Checker Queens College and The Graduate Center, City University 
of New York



Words &  Principles  To Live By 



Words and Principles  To Live By 



Will you make room for communities at your table?  



Stay in touch ..Keep the conversation going. 

● Kerene Tayloe 
● kerene@dreamcorps.us
● Twitter: @GreenKerene

mailto:kerene@dreamcorps.us
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